
Welcome to Derwent Valley Orienteers
Welcome to your club.  The Committee of Derwent Valley Orienteers (DVO) hope you enjoy 
both the sport and the experience of being with a group of like minded souls.  We try and 
ensure that everyone is welcome and that a friendly atmosphere is present at all our events.  
This short note is aimed at giving you a view of the club and what is going on plus a few keys 
to opening other doors for more information.

How to find out what is going on
DVO, along with all Orienteering clubs, operates its information system via the internet and 
email.   The  DVO  website  is  derwentvalleyorienteers.org.uk and  upcoming  events  are 
advertised there as well as containing a lot  of other information about the club including 
previous results.  There is a link there for you to obtain information about events in the local  
region.  Another link takes you to the British Orienteering website where you can obtain all 
you need to know about the sport including events much further afield.

DVO Groups
We make use of Yahoo Groups which, if you are not familiar with it, allows email messages 
to be sent to all members of the group very easily with Yahoo keeping track of who is in the 
group rather than you maintaining an address list.  If you wish to join the group then you can 
do so by going into the members section of the website and clicking on the link to Yahoo 
Groups.  You do not need to be a member of Yahoo to make use of this.

Newstrack and EMEWS
DVO produces a 2 monthly (approximately) publication called Newstrack, about things of 
interest to club members, quite often people relating their experiences at events around the 
world.  This can either be picked up at a suitable event or sent to your address as well as  
being available on the website.  As a member of DVO you are part of the East Midlands 
Orienteering Association who also have a 2 monthly publication called EMEWS with similar 
information and news from other clubs in the association.  This is usually sent out via email.

Team Concept
The club has recently organised itself into a series of teams of helpers.  The objective of this  
is to involve all members of the club into the wider aspects of running events.  Each team has 
a leader who assembles the people and resources necessary to run the team’s responsibilities 
at all the club events.  People are asked to help at events in rotation so the load is relatively 
light.   Families  are  kept  together  within  team for  obvious  reasons.   After  each  year  the 
opportunity is given to move teams to broaden each person’s experience.  The teams are 
organised by Viv Macdonald.

http://www.dvo.org.uk/


Coaching and Training
The club has a number of coaches who will be at all our events and can be called upon to help 
if you want to improve your results.  The Head Coach is Val Johnson.

Club Tent and Flag
The club has a number of tents which are used at our events.  However, when away from 
home at a large event the club uses a large Blue and Yellow tunnel tent with the club logo on 
the side.  At smaller events a simple pop-up tent may be used.  At all events however, the club 
flag will be flying.  There may indeed be more than one!  However, at whatever sized event 
you are always welcome at the tent.  We recognise how difficult it can be to ‘break into’  the 
community of people at the tent but please understand that you will be welcome – though you 
may need to introduce yourselves.

Community ‘O’ Programmes
DVO has a number of Community 'O' Clubs contained within the club.  These are aimed at  
having a weekly session usually based at a single location for members to meet and do some 
type of training as well as a social gathering.  Details of the Community 'O' Clubs can be 
found on the website.

Club Shop and Club Kit
We have a number of items of club kit that are available for sale.  These are mainly DVO 'O' 
Tops, Sweat Shirts and T-Shirts with the DVO Logo on them.  They can be obtained from 
Dave Vincent.

DVO Club Events
As well  as  putting  on events  and activities  at  all  levels  the  club  also  holds  or  has  club 
participation in other events.

• Club Championships - held annually to choose various club champions.

• Dinner and Awards - held annually as a social event and to present the awards.

• Compass Sport Cup (The British Orienteering Inter Club Competition)  - sponsored 
participation for all members who run for the club.

• JK Relays - DVO always has a large presence at the British Orienteering's Festival of 
Orienteering and again the relays are again sponsored by the club.

• British Orienteering Championship  Relays - Again DVO has a large contingent at the 
British Orienteering Championships and always puts in a number of club teams.

Open Meetings and the AGM
Every 3 months we hold an open meeting to which all the club members are invited and we 
use this as a general discussion forum though there is often a 'topical' topic with someone 
leading the discussion.   Details are again advertised through the website.

Who’s Who



John Hawkins - Club Chairman  john.hawkins16@mypostoffice.co.uk
Val Johnson - Head Coach gmjandfam@aol.com
Dave Vincent - Shop dvincent@tesco.net
Viv Macdonald - Teams Organiser viv.macdonald@btinternet.com


