
DVO Open Meeting Minutes  
Held at The Family Tree, April 11th 2018 

Present 
John Hurley, Ann-Marie Duckworth, Liz Godfree, Mike Godfree, John Hawkins, 
Michelle Mackervoy, John Hopper, Christine Middleton, Andy Hawkins, Val 
Johnson, Graham Johnson, Rex Bleakman, Jane Burgess, Anne Cunningham, Sal 
Chaffey, Dave Chaffey (Minute taker). 

Apologies 
None  

Car to Start (and beyond) activity 
Val Johnson explained this initiative to help welcome newcomers to orienteering. 
 
We discussed: 
• Who are we trying to help (and why) 
• The need to reduce jargon for beginners 
• Understand ‘steps’ to becoming an orienteer 
• Methods to help progression to more difficult events including renaming the 

courses at Level Ds 
 
We did an activity to review the step system based on understanding the levels 
of technical difficulty and standards.  

Issues raised 

1. Date clash between Club Championships and Compass Sport Final on 
21/10/18 
The solution that was agreed is that the Club Champs will be based on the 
performance of members in the CSC based on a weighting system for differences 
between courses (or ranking points). It won’t be possible to publish Club 
Champs results on the day, but we should aim for them to be published within 1 
week and arrange a ceremony to award prizes.  

2. Feedback on open meetings  
John Hawkins had sent out a note asking about preferences for alternatives. 
Andy Hawkins said there were no clear patterns, but the feedback suggested it 
would be good to add some variety. So we will try Tuesday, and an earlier start, 
and see what happens.  
 
It was felt that a good speaker/topic learning about improving orienteering 
performance e.g. describing planning or reviewing maps will work best.  



 
It might be better to reduce to two Open Meetings per year plus AGM with a good 
speakers/topics and more promotion. 
 

3. Major fixtures – update from EM committee.  
 
John Hurley updated us on the recent EMOA meeting where options for hosting 
two Level A events were reviewed, i.e. British Long and Relay Champs  2021 and 
JK 2024. 
 
While it may look as if we’re ( East Midlands as a region ) not contributing it’s 
impractical at the traditional  times of year (although other dates have been 
suggested by EMOA to BO). There are different arguments against us hosting: 
• Best technical areas (DVO) not available in April-May due to bird-nesting  
• We do not have the quality areas that some other regions do. This may mean  

people less-inclined to attend 
• Events may be loss-making because of above 
 
Ann-Marie and others noted we ( region ) shall be hosting other major events, 
e.g.  Senior Internationals, Middle Champs, JIRCs, Yvette Baker, Compass Sport 
heats/finals.  

Any Other Business 
None  


