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Derwent Valley Orienteers Open Meeting 
 

Held at  The Bell Inn, Cromford, 8.15pm Wednesday 11 January 2012 
 
Chairperson John Hawkins 
 
Minutes by Ann Armistead 
 
Present  Ranald Macdonald, Viv Macdonald, Mike Godfree, Liz Godfree, Paul Wright 

Ann Armistead, Steve Kimberley, Rob Shooter, John Hopper, Brian Dunness, 
Val Johnson, Jen Gale, Michelle Mackervoy, Ian Hodson, Sue Russell, Graham 
Johnson, Helen Finlayson, Christine Middleton, Rex Bleakman, Paul Wright, 
Tony Berwick, Stuart Swalwell, Ann-Marie Duckworth, Sal Chaffey, Ro Cole, 
Dave Neville, Richard Parkin, Dave Connell 

 
Apologies Judith Holt, John Cooke, Derek Gale, Claire Selby 
 
Next Meeting Fixtures Tuesday 7 February at the Godfree’s 
   Committee Tuesday 13 March at the Johnson’s 

 
1. Compass Sport Cup 
 
Liz told the meeting that she had just received entry details for the forthcoming event on 19 
February.  Initially DVO were due to compete in East Anglia but Liz requested a change to the 
Walton Chasers event at Brereton Spurs on Cannock Chase due to the distance involved.  We 
will be running against DEE, HOC, LEI, NGOC, NOC, WCH  and OD.  2 Clubs will go through and 
if OD (one of last year’s top 3) win then 3 clubs will go through.   
 
Entries are to be via Club Captains and Liz needs names, BOF numbers and SI numbers by 1 
February. Entry fees £10 seniors and £2 juniors (club to pay ½ entry fee).  The more people enter 
the better, as even non scorers could help reduce other clubs scores.  
 
2. JK 
 
Relays on Monday 9 April.  Liz needs names, BOF and SI numbers by 20 February  

 
3. British Championships 
 
Event information has just been put on the BOC2012 website.  Graham needs names, BOF and 
SI numbers by 10 March. 
 
Information pertaining to items 1, 2 and 3 has been published in the January 2012 edition 
of newstrack and will also be put on the website. 
 
4. Website Development 
 
Steve K explained how the website had evolved over the years and how John C had become 
involved in the development of a new improved site. Within the website John has now set up a 
members area where various items can be viewed once members have logged in.  Now Steve 
and John are looking to members to ask what more they want from the site ie forum, lift sharing 
requests etc. 
 
Dave N said that HOC had a forum and it worked quite well but it has to be something that 
everyone gets involved in or it will not work. 
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Steve K stated  that DVO used to have one and it may be time to try again.  It could be private or 
pubic depending on the content (ie lift sharing) 
 
Ranald said that that information such as organiser and planners notes should be on the public 
space and open for other clubs to view and not restricted to the members area. 
 
Steve suggested that perhaps photographs of committee members be added so that newcomers 
could put a face to a name. 
 
John H told the meeting that a message would be put on the website to alert people to the new 
members’ area and how to register to log on. 
 
5. Development 

 
Rex told the meeting how the representatives from the 4 Community Clubs (Buxton, Chesterfield, 
Matlock and Derby) had a get together with Pauline Olivant and Natalie Shaw on 8 December at 
the BOF offices to discuss progress, good practice and to share ideas. Future meeting are 
planned as it was felt it was important to keep this link. 
 

a) Derby - Community O centred around Darley Barn was not really successful as there was 
not a big enough footfall.  Natalie Shaw (EM Participation Manager) is now trying to kick 
start it through Derby University. There are plans to have a stand, which Rex will attend, 
as part of Freshers’ Week.  Natalie will then arrange for coaches to run the training on the 
campus.  Val and Rex will help with sessions perhaps once a month and introduce 
member of the community groups to the wider club events and to the possibility of 
becoming members of DVO. 

 
b) Chesterfield – Community O failed this year.  It was ok last year but gradually numbers 

dropped off and it was put on hold.  Steve and other interested members are to meet with 
Natalie to see if it can be re-launched and how best to publicise it and encourage 
membership. One idea was to widen it to NE Derbyshire instead of just Chesterfield 
Borough. 

 
c) Matlock – Community O based at Matlock Leisure Centre and is progressing well. 

Derbyshire Dales are very supportive.  It is attracting families and to further this they are to 
try to encourage after school activities. 

 
See January Newstrack for detailed article by Viv. 

 
d) Buxton – Now well established and very much a family club.  Six people have now trained 

as coaches and take it in turn to lead so there is no pressure on any one individual. The 
club have already set up a mini league, and intend to put on a weekend event in May to try 
to encourage new people. It will to be based around the Pavilion area and include a street 
O, which it is hoped will appeal to Buxton runners. May also contact local scouts to come 
along and encourage them train to achieve their badge.  An evening event is planned for 3 
July.  All events are to be advertised on the website. 

 
Val said that she and Rex are to try to put on a level D event on a Saturday morning prior to a 
level C event the following week.  It was hoped that by attending community events one week 
people would be able to follow on and thus encouraged into the actual sport. 
 
Ann- Marie commented that this added frequency helps to keep people interested. 
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Ro said that they had been very lucky at Buxton with MDOC holding events nearby that they 
have been able to attend, thus keeping the interest going. 
 

6. Fixtures  
 
More planners are needed.  At the last fixture committee there was a discussion on how to 
develop more planners and controllers.  Would it be possible to team up someone who wants 
to learn with a qualified experienced person?  Although desperate for controllers there is also 
a need for organisers and planners 
 
Ranald told the meeting that 18 people completed the Safety and Welfare course which all 
controllers and planners need to have done.  Risk assessment is really important. 
 
Paul asked for clarification re under 16’s crossing roads at Urban events. 
 
Mike explained the problem was a 3rd party liability insurance issue. The guidelines state that 
anyone under 16 cannot go out into busy or significant traffic but can go out in calmed traffic.  
This does create a grey area, but as parents could sue the club, the safety of young 
competitors has to be paramount.  A marshalled (timed out) crossing is different. 
 
Sue stated that under competition conditions we as adults, will all at one time or another, have 
made a snap judgement at the roadside as to whether we could run across safely. The club 
cannot afford to take this risk with juniors. 
 
John H asked if someone was keeping a register of the risk assessments. 
 
Viv replied that Derek is keeping a database of information for people to call on. 
 
Ann-Marie said that NOC also do this.  It is very useful to use the previous one for guidance 
and as a starting point. It can be reviewed and amended as necessary. 
 

7. Newstrack 
 
Chris O is ill at the moment and so Mike stepped in to provide the latest edition.  Paul W and 
Jen G kindly agreed to produce the following two editions. 
 

8. AOB 
 

a) Peak District Footpath Relay - Stuart S asked if DVO would be willing to take on the 
forthcoming event, and if so he would organise it but would need assistance with 
timekeeping.  Fixtures will check for a suitable date sometime in June. 

 
b) Access - Neil F is no longer a BOF member and a new access officer is required. 

People spoke of their appreciation for all the time and effort that Neil had put into the 
task.  

 
Helen said that Neil would be more than willing to act as a mentor for the new officer. 
 
 Ranald suggested that it may be advantageous to have 2 officers, 1 for the north and 
another for the south of the area. 

 
Sue asked that there be some formal recognition of Neil’s work over the years for all 
his hard work doing this essential job for the club. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm 


