
 1 

Derwent Valley Orienteers Open Meeting 
 

Held at  The Bell Inn, Cromford, 8.15pm Wednesday 10 July 2013 
 
Chairperson John Hawkins 
 
Minutes by Ann Armistead 
 
Present  Mike Godfree, Liz Godfree, John Hopper, Val Johnson, Graham Johnson, Jen 

Gale, Derek Gale, Michelle Mackervoy, Ian Mackervoy, Ian Hodson, Sue 
Russell, Tony Berwick, Brian Denness, Paul Wright, John Hurley, Sal Chaffey, 
John Duckworth, Dave Nevell, Mike Gardner, Ranald Macdonald, Viv 
Macdonald. 

 
Next Meeting Committee Meeting 10 September 2013. 
   

 
1. Introduction  John welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
  
2. Apologies     Robert Shooter, Claire Selby 

 
3. British Middle Distance Orienteering Championships. 
 
   John Duckworth gave a superb presentation of how he went about planning the event. He 

explained how he was able to produce courses which he hoped would please the competitors 
whilst staying within the BOF guidelines. 

 
a) Planning Philosophy – Middle Distance events require fast accurate orienteering.  Small 

and medium route choice should be encouraged. 
 

b) The Area – The open areas are pretty featureless so the majority of the shorter courses 
were designed to bypass them.  The quarries on the other hand were totally different.  From 
above you could see where you want to be but once you descended to the quarry floor it 
became far more of a challenge.  The SE area slope (used for the longer courses) 
contained many boulder features. 

 
c) Development of the courses – It was planned on Purple Pen with 80 controls and 4 stiles.  

John said that he had spent much time out in the area checking the area, making sure that 
the courses were set within the guidelines.  Route Gadget showed examples of the different 
route choices that had been taken by some of the elite competitors. 

 
d) Feedback – John had planned the courses specifically to have the technical area first and 

the easier run at the end. By looking on Nopesport later he was able to see how competitors 
felt about it. 

 
e) Differences to a major event- Map Scale was 1:7500.  Offset litho meant that extra time 

had to be taken to check that the map colours had transferred accurately. The Commentary 
team wanted the radio controls in specific locations. Warm up areas and maps had to be 
prepared as is now expected at big events. 

 
Overall John explained that he tried to provide well planned courses that kept people turning, 
had varying leg lengths, with no dog-legs, and had catching features behind the controls. 
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4. Hardwick Event  
 
   A Planner is urgently needed for the above event due to take place on 8 September.  If no-one 

is forthcoming then the event is in danger of being cancelled. 
 
5. EMOA 

 
The AGM is due to take place in September.  However to date no-one has come forward to 
replace the posts of Chair, Vice Chair, Financial Secretary, Development Co-ordinator and 
Secretary when the current members terms of office come to a close. Someone is however 
prepared to take on the Fixtures Editor element to co-ordinate events. 
   
DG told the meeting that he had been contacted by Pauline Olivant to ask DVO for any 
thoughts on the way forward. There is a possibility that LEI will put forward a case for its 
closure.  At present the EMOA supports the Junior Squads, co-ordinates fixtures, holds the EM 
League, provides communication between clubs and holds Development Days and 
Conferences. He was concerned that without a committee there will be no-one to consult if 
problems arise.  When BOF changed its structure it removed the political reason for the 
association’s existence.  However there still remain practical reasons to have something to run 
some aspects of it.  Perhaps a new model is needed. 
 
RM stated that the conferences and development days are very useful.  
 
VM told the meeting that much of the funding received goes to supporting the Juniors and other 
monies are held to enable clubs to draw down funding in the event of a National Event failing.  
Was there another way of fulfilling these functions? 
 
VJ stated how the EM league was very good for junior development. 
 
MG said that NOC and LOG would like to keep the EMOA.  We need to do something. 
 
PW questioned whether the constitution allowed it to close. It was thought that it could do so at 
the AGM. 
 
RM said that unfortunately many people don’t see the EMOA as serving a useful function. 
 
John Hawkins, Mike Gardner, Derek Gale, Ranald Macdonald, Viv Macdonald, John Hurley and 
Val Johnson are to form a group to consider how the EMOA might go forward.   
 

6. Club Mark. 
 
The club has to renew its Club Mark and Val is looking into the requirements needed. 
 

7. Future Direction of the Club 
 
Derek told the meeting that the Development Committee were looking at producing an on-line 
survey to get some feedback on how the club should go forward.  PW asked if a paper version 
could be provided in Newstrack.  SR suggested that perhaps it would be useful to talk to 
people at the end of their course possibly at download. 
 

8. Any Other Business  
 
None 
 

The meeting closed at 10.22 pm 


